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Ulf Eriksson Ph.D., Professor, Member 

We are interested in signaling mechanisms underlying blood vessel growth, function and physiological 
integration in different tissues, such as in heart, skeletal muscle, brain and in tumors. Understanding how 
blood vessel growth, function, and physiological integration are controlled has implications for several 
major diseases including cardiovascular diseases, stroke, diabetes and cancer. Our research focuses on 
the roles of several growth factors, mainly of the VEGF/PDGF family, in these processes. In particular, 
we are interested in the roles of VEGF-B, and the two novel PDGF-C and PDGF-D factors. As a 
separate, but related, focus, a subgroup headed by Kristian Pietras is making efforts to map support 
functions performed by the stroma in growing tumors. This is done with the premise that decisive 
treatment benefit can be achieved by targeting multiple cell types and pathways that collectively sustain 
the growth of tumors. 

The Group 

• Cunha,Sara Ph.D. Student 

• Ehnman, Monika Ph.D. Student 

• Folestad, Erika Postdoctoral Fellow 

• Franco, Marcela Research Associate 

• Fredriksson, Linda Postdoctoral Fellow 

• Hagnan, Charlotte Ph.D. Student 

• Li, Hong Postdoctoral Fellow 

• Nilsson, Ingrid Postdoctoral Fellow 

• Pietras, Kristian Research Associate 

• Rezaian, Soheilla Senior Technician 

• Rosenlew, Carolina Ph.D. Student 

• Vanwildemeersch Maarten Postdoctoral Fellow 

• Wang, Xun Ph.D. Student 
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